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SimCity



Research, Intelligence, & 
Inclusive Growth

Research, Intelligence, and Inclusive Growth team

Strategy, Economy and Net Zero



Vision

Right evidence at the right time for a 
fairer, greener and better connected West Midlands.

Vision for research and intelligence ecosystem



United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals

United Nations



Kate Raworth’s Doughnut Economics
Doughnut economics



Inclusive Growth Doughnut
Inclusive Growth doughnut



Inclusive Growth Definition

“A more deliberate and socially purposeful model of growth, measured 
not only by how fast or aggressive it is; but also, by how well it is 
created and shared across the whole population and place, and by the 
social and environmental outcomes it realises for our people.”

West Midlands Combined Authority definition of Inclusive Growth

Inclusive Growth definition



Research products
communicating insights to stakeholders

Intelligence and analysis
generate insights from evidence

Data
qualitative and quantitative evidence 

Federated data architecture
data held consistently and reliably 

enabling data to be used and reused

Data and digital skills
data, digital, and technology 

professional skills

Analytical tools
platforms and protocols for analysing, 

interrogating & visualising data

Components
Research, intelligence, analysis and data components



Research, intelligence, analysis, and data 
implementation plan

Research 
co-ordination

Data and 
analytics 

development 

Research 
programme

Regional 
monitoring

Influencing and 
engaging

Research, intelligence, analysis and data ecosystem



Research, intelligence, analysis, and data 
implementation plan

Research 
co-ordination

Data and 
analytics 

development 

Research 
programme

Regional 
monitoring

Influencing and 
engaging

Data and analytics development

Delivering the data mission in the West Midlands Digital Roadmap by enabling better evidence-
informed decisions through a data-centric culture; and a hub-and-spoke model that makes the 
most of specialist domain expertise and a federated data architecture.

Data 
specification

Data 
architecture Data partnership Data collection 

and curation Data literacy

Conway data 
platform

Data, application 
and reporting layers

Data parity for the 
region

Published, 
commercial and 

unpublished data

Capacity and 
capability of experts 

and users



Research, intelligence, analysis, and data 
implementation plan

Research 
co-ordination

Data and 
analytics 

development 

Research 
programme

Regional 
monitoring

Influencing and 
engaging

Research and intelligence products

Research website in 
development

WISE e-bulletin & 
newsletter

Blog
Dashboards

15-20 research pieces per 
year

Links to partners and 
resources

Monthly news & insights
Economic analysis
In-depth deep dive
Metric dashboard

State of the Region

High-level, annual review of 
the condition of the West 

Midlands

Next version due February 
2024

WISE dashboard

Published statistics at local 
authority or neighbourhood 
geography powered by our 

“Conway” data platform

We are developing a series of West Midlands Insights on Society and Economy (WISE) resources:



Research, intelligence, analysis, and data 
implementation plan

Research 
co-ordination

Data and 
analytics 

development 

Research 
programme

Regional 
monitoring

Influencing and 
engaging

Research and intelligence communities

Data, Research, 
Evaluation, Analysis 

and Monitoring

Research and 
Intelligence 

Community of 
Practice

Researchers across 
universities, public and 

private sectors in the West 
Midlands

Researchers, analysts and 
data specialists across 

WMCA

West Midlands 
Insights on Society 

and Economy Group

Insight and intelligence leads 
across our constituent local 

authorities

Participation in 
wider networks and 

groups

Midlands Engine Research, 
Intelligence and Policy 

Partnership

Birmingham and Solihull 
Research and Community 
Engagement Hub (BIRCH)
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Population and demographics: population change

Population and demographics
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Population and demographics
Population and demographics: White ethnicity

4.5% in Sparkbrook North
96.7% in Wollaston



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Asian



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Black



Quiz



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: no religion



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Christian



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Hindu



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Jewish



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Muslim



Population and demographics
Population and demographics: Sikh
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Climate resilience
Climate resilience: carbon emissions
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Climate resilience
Climate resilience: climate vulnerability
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Inclusive economy
Inclusive economy: median household income by ward



Inclusive economy
Inclusive economy: median household income by neighbourhood
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Power and participation: % of people who volunteered last year

Power and participation 
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Affordable and safe places: rough sleeping

Affordable and safe places
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Connected communities: active travel as a % of all trips made

Connected communities
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Education and learning: not in education, employment or training

Education and learning
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Health and wellbeing: healthy life expectancy 

Health and wellbeing
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Equality: ethnicity pay gap (2019)

Equality
£ per hour percent

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

White British £10.62 £10.79 £10.99 £11.11 £11.28 £11.56 £12.03 £12.49 - - - - - - - -

White Irish £13.69 £14.38 £15.04 £14.16 £15.18 £15.68 £15.40 £17.55 -28.9 -33.3 -36.9 -27.5 -34.6 -35.6 -28.0 -40.5

White Other £9.71 £9.80 £10.00 £10.00 £9.98 £10.38 £11.16 £11.54 8.6 9.2 9.0 10.0 11.5 10.2 7.2 7.6

White and Black Caribbean £9.05 £10.90 £9.62 £9.82 £10.24 £9.63 £11.54 £10.92 14.8 -1.0 12.5 11.6 9.2 16.7 4.1 12.6

White and Black African £12.16 £10.27 £8.33 £12.44 £12.03 £12.91 £11.16 £10.57 -14.5 4.8 24.2 -12.0 -6.6 -11.7 7.2 15.4

White and Asian £10.87 £12.50 £12.49 £11.21 £13.51 £11.55 £13.16 £13.37 -2.4 -15.8 -13.6 -0.9 -19.8 0.1 -9.4 -7.0

Other mixed/multiple ethnic groups £12.03 £12.02 £11.20 £11.73 £12.50 £11.55 £13.71 £12.50 -13.3 -11.4 -1.9 -5.6 -10.8 0.1 -14.0 -0.1

Indian £11.55 £11.55 £12.03 £11.55 £12.49 £12.83 £13.47 £14.43 -8.8 -7.0 -9.5 -4.0 -10.7 -11.0 -12.0 -15.5

Pakistani £8.65 £8.56 £8.08 £9.13 £9.63 £9.63 £10.00 £10.55 18.5 20.7 26.5 17.8 14.6 16.7 16.9 15.5

Bangladeshi £8.29 £8.00 £7.71 £8.95 £9.00 £9.11 £9.60 £10.58 21.9 25.9 29.8 19.4 20.2 21.2 20.2 15.3

Chinese £11.54 £12.90 £12.98 £13.11 £14.42 £15.18 £15.94 £15.38 -8.7 -19.6 -18.1 -18.0 -27.8 -31.3 -32.5 -23.1

Asian Other £9.63 £9.38 £8.95 £9.03 £10.10 £10.42 £11.55 £11.55 9.3 13.1 18.6 18.7 10.5 9.9 4.0 7.5

Black African £9.18 £9.63 £9.42 £9.73 £10.00 £10.42 £10.30 £11.50 13.6 10.8 14.3 12.4 11.3 9.9 14.4 7.9

Black Caribbean £10.58 £11.43 £10.95 £10.54 £11.19 £11.50 £11.63 £12.03 0.4 -5.9 0.4 5.1 0.8 0.5 3.3 3.7

Black Other £12.00 £10.54 £12.16 £9.95 £11.00 £12.03 £12.20 £11.90 -13.0 2.3 -10.6 10.4 2.5 -4.1 -1.4 4.7

Arab £9.06 £9.45 £9.97 £9.63 £10.00 £10.95 £10.63 £12.20 14.7 12.4 9.3 13.3 11.3 5.3 11.6 2.3

Other ethnic group £10.00 £9.72 £9.85 £10.25 £10.17 £10.53 £11.00 £11.43 5.8 9.9 10.4 7.7 9.8 8.9 8.6 8.5

Source: Annual Population Survey



Further information
Find out more

https://linktr.ee/wmcaresearch 

https://linktr.ee/wmcaresearch
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